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DERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGA . I 
INTERVIEW REPORT 


FD-J02 U-«-57) 


January 14 , 195 y 

The following investigation wa3 conducted by SA 'm 

ROBERT L. WILSON: • jp 

On December 7, 1957, Mrs. FRAHCKS IVY RIDULPH, 6l6 'g 
Archie Place, Sycamore, mother of the victim, advised as follows. Jijj 

Mrs. RIDULPH recalled that the family completed dinner about -S! 

5:30 PM (on December 3, 1957), as was their custom. Sh«. recalled $ 

that about 5:50 PM, MARIA went outside to play with her if 

playmate, KATHY SIGMAN. In this regard, she 3 aid after conddering & 
the' matter, that MARIA had asked her early in the day if she ijj 

could play outside after dark with KATHY and appeared unusually | 
caper to go out, as if she had a purpose in mind. ^ 

She said MARIA normally did not play out after suppe^, 
during the winter because it was dark and cold and she was not 
the outdoor-typo girl. She said in the summer MARIA- almost always ^ 
clayed outside with the other children, while it was light, 
said that MARIA after supper asked again if she could go out ana 
Mrs. RIDULPH gave permission. She Bald MARIA then rushed to the 
telephone and called KATHY SIGMAN and said, ' I can go o.t— can you * j 


About 6:15 PM, as she returned from 
to the music teacher, Mrs* RIDULPH recalled she sa 
MARIA still playing, on the corner. On the eutho:: 
recalled an oil truck delivering oil to the OT.T V‘. 4 'i 
the corner but could not specifically recall W\c t 
thorc on her return. She said she thought hut vr\. 
that the oil truck wn s parked on 


Hty», 


neither it nor its contenti ar-e 


oanc 
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Center Cross Weex m -Lrui^ ^ ***• 77 t - 

rear end projecting slightly into. Ar chi e ^ - 
returned she definitely recalls *hot MARI* 
on that oorner by the big tree and that MA 
waved to her ss she drove by* There was n< 
v/ 1th them at that time. 

About 6:1+0 p.m., while Mrs, RIDOLP; 
floor bedroom rending the newspaper, MARIA 
bedroom and r.Gld she wanted a doll. MyS. 
what doll she wanted ana MARIA designated 
She refused to a llow MARIA to take the new 
fear of damaging it and suggested she get 
then left the' room end went into the 11 wn 
RIDULPH wae watching television* Mrs. RID 
rurmnaglng sround in her 11 comer” in the so 


about 6: ip p.m., Mrs . RiD'JLPH oaid rAiiii 
e side door of the house and inquired of Ciir. 
A was. CRAKLKS came to the bedroom door and 
ATHY couldn't find MAKE A. KATHY then left a 
that MAi.IA was not in the house. _ 


t 6 1$0 p.m., KATHY came back end told UHARLtb 
aa lost. CHARLtS reported this to Mrs. RIDULrii ; 
into the living room and told her husband. 

w moments later Mr* RIDULPrf went out on trie 3idt: 
lied MARIA. A moment later, Mrs. RIP'JLFII put on 
joined her husband outside. They walked to the 
ailed for MARTA with negative results. 0 u t on 
they encountered KATHY and her 11-year old brotha 
v asked the SI OMAN children where MAKE A was and 
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y t on to Kalb Avnrmfi whore they en- 
/.VHI'.iLA and d!A .-- LT and i'ANEY, 
of Delia lb /-v*nufr end hair o treat* 
and ol re led trie b look ana returned 


Vhey next drove we 
o unto red the l r daughter ? 
cm* where In the vicinity 
hry toox them In the ofrr 
o m» w 1 th out eel ny; -’b « ; : ^ • 


D y this time other ncrignborn In the area were ewer* 

I p di KAopter&nca and ware out Reeking her aloo. 

About 7: p..*n, KAY returned from her music laasou 
told of hA ; i i. A 1 r dlaappeo ranee# 

home time after 7*30 p«m. f Hrn . H ; D •/LI'H’ called ^re « 
to i nqui re from K/TIPf what ha.-iA had taken outside 
told it war * doll. ;: he said ehe thought Mr*. SlOMA 
time mentioned something about e man giving the girl 
ack rider but could not clearly recall# 
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RI frULFil a bid phe an i her htirbend then looked In 
t.n,\ At the corner end continued to call for rtA.nl A# 


c,hfi backyard and /i t the corner 


i • r e » r! 

telephoned :■» r 
~ i ;•'/ 1! K-ald fh 


;l.!H then returned to the house where fihe 
• Ii.-MmN to inquire If w&>. there. Mrs. 

wltE net th - re but her. own children were thrre. 


,- c . fiUWl-H then «-nt to the front of th* hou»r *nd 
fooJ pri'«<i' wi th h«r button. while r.JUr.U S .ad l)U friend 
took » flenhllghfc *nd vent out to look for MArtiA# rtra. RIDjLPK 
wa ,, t soro!S the street to the WILLIAM UNWTROM house to Inquire 
about KAMI A with no native result*. 


returned «nd telephoned r*lr r, ‘I (1W.R again. Kre . 

: >. '0" ; Is now told, her o man had been playing with itATHf and MA :VEA. 
but no further I nforma ti on* 


v p 5 - ; now backed their c*r out, picked up 

her husband, and drove to nou*evelt ^ourt, a deadend a tree t 
no ra 11* 1 bo f- rehle Place ami Immediately 1° t* 1 * north. fJwiLA 
h.d in' 'the p.«t ocoeelonxlly pl»y*d with o JLHH i l Tn-OW Who 
llvos on thl« street. H r * wot out of the car and with 

>V, k vfn'. ?itU f wi\: . fttlcd for MaKA and h<* looked in the window 
of U\' • J i": /! wi* hom:e but yisld he vtau only two ladles we tolling 

brie virion urm did not make inc.uAry there. 




- . . . ; 


PS?’ A ■ s '% '■ ' ' m’jwlf ’f 

a w * <v* V- 5. . $9 
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Finally she decided to report MARIA* 3 disappearanc d 
to the police and she and PATRICIA drove to the police station# 
On the way, however, they drove past a creek on Mill Street on . 
the chance that MARIA might be playing near It and then drove 
through a lumbar yard on Grant Street since she might be playing 
among the pile 3 of lumber. Sho said MARIA was not known to 
frequent these places but they simply went there with the 
thought of Just looking anywhere. She recalled that when 
she loft tho house it was about P*m* 

After driving through the above mentioned places, 
they drove straight to the police station and reported MARIA* 3 
disappearance. After telling the story to the police she 
understood they dispatched police cars to the area of their 
home . 

Mrs. RIDULFH and PATRICIA then drove to the Elmwood 
Cemetery in the event MARIA had wanderod up there as she had 
strayed there a year or 00 previous and then returned homo 
where the area was being searched .by neighbors and authorities. 

Mr3. RIDULPH said she had wanted to contact the police 
shortly after MARIA vias reported missing but her husband 
dissuaded her, explaining that MARIA had probably Just strayed 
a short distance away and it would bo embarrassing and causa 
a great conrmotlon if she was located a short distance from 
homo . 

Mrs. RIDULPH said MARIA has played with KATHY SIGMAN 
for years and that- KATHY is her closest chum. They get along 
well together with only the minor frictions that would normally 
be expected of children that age. 

The RIPULPHs are casually acquainted with the SIGMANs 
and are on a first name basis b-ut do not have social contact. 

Mr 3 . RIDULPH noted that when the two girls play at 
the SIGMAN - house, they are not permitted in the house but 
must remain in the unheated garage as Mrs. SIGMAN does not 
v/ant her home dirtied by the children. 

As a result of this, the two girls usually play at 
the RIDULPH home when they play indoors as Mrs. RIDULPH displays 
a more liberal attitude. 
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Date: 1/14/58 

Tho following investigation was conducted by SA 
ROBERT L. WILSON: 




On December 7, 1957, MICHAEL RIDULPH, 616 Archie Plac* 
Sycamore, Illinois, father of victim, advised of the following:^ 
On December 3# 1957# the family completed supper about 5*30 p , nti* 
Mr, RIDULPH recalled that from that time 'until about 6:30 p.m. 
he read the paper in the living room. He thinks but Is not 
certain that ho began to watch television about 6 t 30 p.m. Re 
thinks the program was ’’Cheyenne" or the "Jim Bowie" show or 
perhaps some other frontior program. 

He cannot recall specifically but thinks MARIA went 
out to play about 6:15 p.m. He could not specifically recall 
her asking permission but assumed she would have consulted her 
mother before going out. 

Mr. RIDULPH recalls that at sin undetermined time while^ 
no was watching television, MARIA went into the living room 
and went to her "corner’*. This Is the southwest corner of the .3 
living room where she keeps some toys. After going to her corn®® 
for a moment, MARIA went out. He could not recall if she took 
anything from the corner or what she was wearing. 


/£r. RIDULPH was still watching television when ho 
rd KAIHY^SIGMAH , MARIA’ s favorite playmate, talking to hi: 
, LijARLbtt, who was listening to records in the den with h: 


hear 
son 

noxtdoor neighbor chum, RANDY STnOKBOK. 

CHARLES came in the living room and told him that 
KATHY said MARIA could not be found. Mr. RIDULPH thon went 
out the side door of the house and saw KATHY and her eleven 
year old brother EDWARD in the drive. Ho called MARIA from 
the steps, then went down to the sidewalk and called, and 
finally walked down to the corner of Archie Place and Center 
Cross and called, again with negative results. Mrs. RIDULPH 
then came out and they took their car and drove around the block 
searching for MARIA. They returned homo. He thinks Mrs. 

RIDULPH thon called Mrs, SXGMAN down the block on Archie Place 
to Inquire as to where MARIA might bo. He could not recall 
what Mt 3 , SIGMAN replied. 






'/(ntarview wilh 


MICHAEL RIDULPH 


Fil. t 7-S Qfr 


iff 

'bn j^-7-57 nt 6l6 Archie PI ., Sycamore, Illi nois 


Date Dictated: l/7 /58* 


r • 

BfS/i.clol Agont ROBERT L. WILSON 

Jv 


fr 
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p 7 C; ‘ •- 
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A report is loaned to you by the Fill, and neither it nor its contents are to be distributed outside the 
V?*) '* which loaned. 
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He then got cut his 
come times uses to cell the chi-dren 
blew the whistle for MARIA, 
th.e car to Rooseyelt -ourt, s 
Piece end immediately to ^ 

She sometimes plays with a Fr.T 
ho looked in the window of the 
two women watching tele*- 

M r . RIPIJLPH stated 
went to the oolice station to 
he could not recall if anyone 

Mr* RIPIJLPH said he then telephoned 
on "Fair Street, whose daughter i 
but Hr. F5-N5 steted she. wb 
f.bPrc early that afternoon after 


tnc nis wire w«r. JX , ' 
treet parallel to Archie 
the north, and whistle-, ± - * - • v I / - 

R50M boy in that bio : a *aa 
PETERSON home but ssv only 
vision end did not go in. 

his wife then took the car -no 
report MARIA missing but 
accompanied her. 

‘ 1 the PE2S f a 

* a a schoolmate of MARIA'S 
s not there although she had fc n 
chool* 


s 


he go to the Polir- 
ance ana assist hi- 
fi econci o?r. When *. 
that hiS wife her. * 
nee and he provided 
t the roll rc ••'to ti - 
there ond he drove 
100 RF , end with flfc .1 
s home . H f: sayc 4 •' 
in the thin snow lying on * 
house at $1$ Center Or or. 
s were heeded in the 
ection of DeKfllb A v A nu« -nr 
call the character or 
that they were all ODlitwri*^ 
th e s now me 1 ted the fo 1 . 


Hi-*; daughter KAY lnsiste 
Pcpi-rtment and report MAIUA’s di 
wife so he drove there in the fa 
arrived at the- police station he 
left after re par 1 1 n g MA RI A * s d 1 
them with v/ht t details he hod. 
he met his daughter KAY who had 
home. He then Joined a friend, 
lights they searched the erea or 
they e i 2 v footprints’ of a 
o lowed field behind the 
L treet ond noted these footprint 
westerly direction of the inters 
r.^ir £i treet. He could not re 
of these footprints an.: noted 

e o r oh c r c In the ore a and when 
ing morning. 

u v P-UhtLPH said he then Is ter joined an 
■and ne ighbor'i-TA N'LEi' W.LLS, who lives on Center 
and drove rather aimlessly down to Electric -*• 8 r<\ 
r. h nd Lover's Lane 8 no search there. 





• • 


iv£Sg| 




y then searched various gravel pits Bnd dumps 
nd, Illinois, with the thought in mind that MARIA 
been the victim of foul play end her body, deposited 
later returned home end joined the general search 


recalled that in oesrchlng the general area behind, 
west of his home, he saw a strange man about I 4 .O 
ome out of the CARR house on Fair Street and in- 
n unknown nerson with him who the man was and 
was the CARRJ son. He said this men acted 
but could give no explanation of whet he meant 
■ly. He said this man then went inside ana secured, 
end came out and joined the search for MARIA. fie 
never seen this men before. 


Mr , RIDULFH said when MARIA was first reported by 
KATHX as missing he had been reluctant to oontaot the pol 
for fear of personal embarrassment since it was logical t 
assume that die had only strayed a short distance sway end 
would be c<u.i cklv found. 


Mr. KXOdLPR said he has no enemi.es of any kind ana 
hes no idee of anyone who might. wi3h to harm him or eny 
member of his family. He said MARIA was a happy, intell-ige 
child 'who had never run away before and had never given any 
inclination that she wished to run away. he seid sh* hod 
behaved well, hod not been recently punished, end hod dis- 
played no resentment against anyone in the family or anyone 
else. He sold the family gets along well together and he « 
the entire family loved MARIA very much. 
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6'«-57) ,'^Pederal BUREAU OF INV.E-STIGATIcth ' 

• r ;.v :. INTERVIEW.REPORT ■ pater 1/11^8'; 

On December lj# 1957 j MlCHAEL BIDULPH> victim* a father 
advised SA ROBERT L. WILSON he recalled that on December . 3# 

1957 # shortly after MARIA 1 s disappearance a young man 'acquaint- 
ance of his daughter KAY came to the door to inquire for her. 

Ho thought the time was some time between «7 jQ.O and’ 7*30 .p.BU** 
but was not certain but did not think KAY was home at the 
time boing .still at her music lesson. This young man, age 
about 17# came to the -door to ask for KAY and RIDULPH noted he 
had apparently come in a Rambler auto parked outside and there 
was another youth In the car. 

Ho told this follow who he thinks is named PAUL (LNU) 
that KAY was not at home and he loft. He could not recall 
whether he told him at that time that MARIA was missing because 
of the ensuing confusion. - 


It should be notfd other inquiry has established 
that this caller was PAUL HOLDERMAN, an acquaintance of KAY, 
and inquiry has been conducted regarding him. 

Mr. RIDULPH albo recalled that when MARIA. came to 
get her doll prior to her disappearance that KATKY was not 
with her and he noted that he hardly ndtlced MARIA' came into 
the living room as he was intently watching television. 


RIDULPH 


Date Dictated: 1/7/5^ 


R 03 ERT L, WILSON 


Kn'l'f'ly of FBI - This report is loaned to you by the FBI, and neither it nor its contents are to be distributed outside the 
oftney to which loaned . . 
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coisisiiKicMiBNS secnoH 
DEC 4 ftp 


KtI Totao nlK^^ 
Mr.' Board ndfa. 

*r^' Bd r^> 

Mr. TrottS^Zir 

Mr, Clayton . 

Tele. Room 

Mr. Holloman 

Misa Gandy 


URGEN1 


12-4-57 7-35 P M 


|®|f TO, / l(fftitT;OR, i TBI ATTENTION MR. ROSEN 

FROM SAC, CHICAGO 6 P - /T. 

UNKNOS^JubjECT, ONE, »». MW**.* ^4X4* "i 

«« »V CONVERSATION «TH *. MM. «« — » ““'Jj 

RIUULPH, ACR SE»E» OE SIX ONE SIX ARCHIE PL.CE, STOWE, ILL., J 

T „ RE KIDNAPPED. PACTS DEVELOPED REELECT MARIA TELEPHONED PLAYMATE ««g 

katrer.ne s.cman, ace eicrt, op six pour pod, and one rale ARORTE plac| 

,T SIX THIRTY PM LAST NICHT, REOUESTINC HER TO COME OUT A PLAY. K.TKY| 
MOTHER APPROVED A KATHY MET MARI. AT ARCHIE PLACE A«» CENTER CROSS ST.J 
THREE HOUSES EAST OP MARI.-S HOME. EOLLOHINC STORY COMES FROM KATHY M 
SICMAN AND ONLY VERIFICATION IS AS TO TIME INVOLVED, PROM KATRY-S MOTlg 
THEY PLAYED ON THE FRONT EDGE OP THE LA.N OP A PRIVATE ROME AND AROUNJ 
A LARGE TREE ADJACENT TO THE SIDEWALK IN A GAME CALLED MW DUCK FRjI 
THE ««! U®S®£. 0*»I CONCERNS POINTS DEDUCTED «S APPROACHING <Ng| 

HEADLIGHTS ARE ARLE TO FOCUS ON CHILD-S CLOTHING BEFORE GIRL DUCKS.^ 
V approximately fifteen »«,p' Wjm&jm 

ED°UP ANdIaV A MAN APPROACH!^ ON ® ALONG Tk/sTUW . 
j H „ N%E WM until RE SAS.MRY CLOSE. HE SPOKE T^G^lS^^ 

, “mSESB 68DEC160SJ * - 87 « 2 -!■ 


w? 








PAGE TWO 

HELLO, LITTLE GIRLS, ARE YOU HAVING TUN, TO WHICH THEY ANSWERED YES. | 
THE MAN THEN SAID DO YOU WANT TO PLAY PIGGY BACK. KATHY SAID NO AND .j* 
MARIA SAID YES. UNSUB THEN PUT MARIA ON HIS BACK AND WALKED ONTO FRONT; 
LAWN DOWN PROPERTY LINE FENCE WHICH SEPARATES THE TWO HOUSES, TOWARD A ■ 
GARAGE IN THE BACKGROUND, A DISTANCE OF APPROXIMATELY TWENTY YARDS, AND; 
RETURNED TO THE SIDEWALK SPOT AND PUT MARIA DOWN. HE THEN TOLD THE GIR 
THAT HIS NAME WAS JOHNNY, THATHE WAS NOT MARRIED, AND ASKED THEM THEIR- 
NAMES, WHICH THEY GAVE HIM. HE THEN ASKED MARIA IE SHE HAD A DOLL AND 
TOLD HER HE WOULD LIKE TO SEE IT AND ASKED HER TO GET ONE. SHE RAN TQ 
HER HOME AND WHILE SHE WAS GONE, UNSUB PUT HIS HAND ON KATHY-S ARM AN| 

said outfit "i like you, kathy 4 wmote. she responded ouo-re I like you, 

TOO X \w«WT£. HE THEN ASKED HER IE SHE WOULD LIKE TO GO EOR A PIGGY.; 

q a ric d t DF OR A. BUS RIDE OR A TRUCK RIDE. AND SHE SAID NO. 

MARIE THEN RETUTOED WITH HER DOLE AND UNSUB HANDLE) IT AND SAID IT WAS P 
HAD A PRETTY *DR£SS ON AND RETURNED IT TO MARIA. HE THEN ASKED MARIA 
\ 

AND PAGE TWO - 
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PAGE THREE 

SHE WANTED ANOTHER RIDE AND SHE GOT ON HIS BACK DURING WHICH TIME SHE 
HELD HER DOLL. HE COVERED THE SAME ROUTE AND RETURNED MARIA TO THE 
ORIGINAL SPOT. KATHY THEN MENTIONED SHE WAS COLD AND SAID SHE WAS 
GOING HOME TO GET HER MITTENS. SHE ASKED THE MAN WHAT TIME: IT WAS AND, 
HE REPLIED SEVEN O-CLOCK. KATHY THEN ASKED MARIA TO GO WITH HER BUT SI 
REFUSED. KATHY THEN RAN HOME, A DISTANCE OF APPORX1MATELY ONE HUNDRED | 
PIFTY YARDS, GOT HER MITTENS, AND AGAIN ASKED HER MOTHER FOR PERMISSION, 
TO GO OUT. SHE THEN RETURNED TO THE SPOT BUT DID NOT SEE MARIA OR THE! 
UNSUB, WHEREUPON SHE WENT TO MARI A-S HOME AND TOLD MAR! A-S MOTHER THAT, 
SHE HAD LEFT MARIA WITH THE MAN. SHE THEN RETURNED TO HER OWN HOME 
ABOUT SEVEN TEN AND TOLD HER MOTHER WHAT HAD HAPPENED. MARIA-S MOTHE| 
LATER CALLED KATHY-S HOME TO ASK KATHY TO GO OUT AND LOOK FOR MARIA. 
VICTIMS FAMILY, CONSISTING OF TWO OTHER CHILDREN AND MOTHER AND FATHE 
LIVE IN QUIET, MIDDLE-CLASS NEIGHBORHOOD OFF MAIN ROAD. \fATHER EMPL| 
IN DIAMOND, WIRE AND CABLE PLANT AT SYCAMORE. FAMILY TAKING SITUAU 

END PACE THREE 
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| . PAGE FOUR j 

f VERY COOLY NOW AND HAVE BEEN INTERVIEWED THIS AFTERNOON BY AGENTS TO -j 
f GET AVAILABLE DATA. FAMILY ADVISED THAT IN VIEW OF THE SITUATION WE AR 

MAKING INQUIRIES TO ESTABLISH SUFFICIENT FACTS TO DETERMINE WHETHER * 
f I THERE HAS BEEN ANY FEDERAL VIOLATION WITHIN OUR JURISDICTION. BY TEN PI 
T LAST NIGHT LOCAL COMMUNITY HAD BEEN ALLERTED TO POINT WHERE APPROX- ^ 

IMATELY EIGHT HUNDRED TO ONE THOUSAND VOLUNTEERS, ETC., MADE PHYSICAL 
t SEARCH OF AREA WITH NEGATIVE RESULTS* FIFTEEN AIRPLANES REPORTED AS .■ 
SEARCHING AREA BY SECTOR TODAY. SYCAMORE IS CITY OF SEVEN THOUSAND 
POPULATION AND COUNTY SEAT OF DE KALB COUNTY. SHERIFF HAS FOUR DE- 
PUTIES AND CITY CH^EF OF POLICE HAS FORig OF EIGHT. SYCAMORE IS 


LOCATED APPROXIMATELY SIXTYFIVE MILES TO WEST OF CG, FORTY MILES SOUTH | 
OF WISCONSIN BORDER ON THE NORTH AND ONE HUNDRED TWENTYFIVE MILES EAST 
OF IOWA BORDER ON THE WEST. ' FEW ROUTES LEADING NORTH BUT SYCAMORE ON 
MAIN ROUTE SIXTYFOUR WEST. FURTHER, ALTERNATE ROUTE THIRTY WHICH RUNS: 
INTO REGULAR ROUTE THIRTY TO THE WEST IS ABOUT SIX MILES SOUTH OF CITY 
AND PARALLEL TO ROUTE SIXTYFOUR. LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT HAVE GROUPED 
GETHER AND THROUGH AREA CHECKS PRELIMINARILY APPEARS NO ONE IN SYCAMOR 
ANSWERING DESCRIPTION OF UNSUB GIVEN BY KATHY. UNSUB DESCRIBED AS 
FIVE FT. EIGHT, ONE EIGHTY LBS., CREW NECK SWEATER WITH GREEN, BLUE * > 
YELLOW DESIGN, NO COAT, GRAY HAT WHICH HE TOOK OFF REFLECTING LIGHT 
HAIR WORN LONG, APPROXIMATELY TWENTYFIVE TO THIRTYF1VE YEARS OLD, TALK 

END PAGE FOUR ? -8782 - 3 8 
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p?PAGE FIVE 

IN THIN HIGH VOICE, RIGHT UPPER EYE TOOTH MISSING, CLEAN SHAVEN, NOT 
SEEDY, BLUE JEANS WITH NARROW BELT AND SHINY BUCKLE# DESCRIPTION ARRIVED 
AT BY COMPARISON WITH OTHER INDIVIDUALS. SINCE DISAPPEARANCE LAST 
NIGHT ESTIMATED TWELVE DIFFERENT AGENCIES INCLUDING PRESS HAVE INTER- 
VIEWED KATHY WHO SEEMS TO BE ENJOYING THE LIMELIGHT BUT HANDLES HERSELF 
WELL. PHYSICAL SEARCH LAST NIGHT NECESSARILY LIMITED SINCE WAS ALREADY 
| DARK BEFORE THEY STARTED AN?D ABOUT SIXTEEN DEGREES ABOVE WITH SMALL 
SNOW FLURRIES. NO LOCAL OR CHICAGO PRESS HANDLED STORY THIS MORNING 
BUT THIS AFTERNOON IT IS HEADLINES FRONT PAGE. ONLY INQUIRY MADE OF THIS;, 

/VbUw 'V'J'A-VhC.Ai / % 

OFFICE WAS INS WHICH WAS TOLD THAT WE WERE IN LIAISON WITH THE LOCAL Jg 
AUTHORITIES. IN VIE W OF TWENTYFOUR HR. PRESUMPTION WE ARE GOING INTO 
1 CASE FOR FULL INVESTIGATION. I AM SETTING UP TEMPORARY HEADQUARTERS AT.|g 
DE KALB, SIX MILES FROM SYCAMORE DUE TO PRESS COVERAGE OF SYCAMORE. 
EIGHTEEN AGENTS ARE ASSIGNED AND CURRENTLY WORKING CASE, WE ARE p 
CONCENTRATING ON INVESTIGATIVE LEADS RATHER THAN SEARCH DUE TO NIGHTJj 
CONDITIONS AND WILL CHECK THIS LATTER ANGLE AGAIN TOMORROW MORNING.^ 
CURRENT FOCUS OF INVESTIGATION INCLUDES NEIGHBORHOOD, LOCAL RESTAURA' 

J 

AND TAVERNS WHERE UNSUB MAY HAVE EATEN PRIOR TO SITUATION SINCE ITa 
PLACE AT SEVEN PM, CHECK OF LOCAL INDUSTRIES SINCE TRUCK MENTION^ 

BY UNSUB. LOCAL HANGOUT PLACES FOR YOUNG INDIVIDUAL, ALL FILLING 
STATIONS, GARAGES, BUS AND RAILROAD STATIONS PLUS NEARBY DE KAL 

\ COLLEGE. £ 
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SEPARATE INQUIRY ALSO BEING CONDUCTED TO ASCERTAIN IDENTITY OF PAROLEES 


AND RELEASEES IN AREA FROM ILL* STATE REFORMATORY, ILL* STATE PENITEN 


TIARY AND ANY FEDERAL RELEASEES LOCATED IN AREA. BUREAU WILL BE ADVISED: 


OF TELEPHONE AT TEMPORARY LOCATION AND CURRENT INFORMATION DEVELOPED 


SPRINGFIELD CONTACT ALL MENTAL INSTITUTIONS, ASYLUMS AND PENAL INSTI 


TUTIONS YOUR DIVISION TO OBTAIN IDENTITIES AND WHEREABOUTS. OF ANY 


INDIVIDUALS RECENTLY RELEASED AND FITTING DESCRIPTION OF UNSUB, WITH 


EMPHASIS ON SEX OFFENDERS* $1 CC SENT VIA AMSD 


/PAGE SIX RETYPED VS/ 
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DERAll’ BUREAU OF; INVEST IGA . I 
INTERVIEW REPORT 


FEM02 U-«-5?) 


. January l4> 195^ 

The following investigation was conducted by SA 

ROBERT L. WILSON i 

Or, Decker ?, 1907, Mrs. FRANCES IVY RIDULPH, 6l6 

Archie Place, Sycamore, mother of the victim ^^^ r , Q "J^ loWa * 
Mrs. RIDULi'H recalled that the family oorapleted ■ dinner 
5:30 PM (on December 3, 1907), as was their custom, recalled 

that about 5:50 PM, MARIA wont outside to play with her ne *S“°° b 
playmate, KATHY SIGMAN . In this regard, she said after condderlng 
the' matter, that MARIA had asked her early in the day if she 
could play outside after dark with KATHY and appeared unusually 
eager to go out, as if she had a purpose in mind. 

She said MARIA normally did not play out after sup 
durinr the winter because it was dark and cold and she was not 

outdoor-typo girl. She said in the summer MARIA almost always 
clayed outside with the other children, while it was light. She 
said that MARIA after supper asked a g a * n * h ®, co uld g°, ol r 
Mrs. RIDULPH gave permission. She said MARIA then rushed to th 
telephone and called KATHY SIGMAK and said, I can go 0l t— can yo 
and apparently KATHY replied affirmatively. 

She said MARIA, in preparing to go out, asked if 
slie must wear her shabby tan overccst which was a 

coat handed down from her brother, CHARLES. Mrs • RIDUnrh * * v 

that she wear it 30 that sho would not wear out her newer 
Mrs. RIDULPH oaid that she normally does not grant permission .o 
MARIA to play outside at night but for some reason, she anot- 
her to do this on this occasion. 

At about 6:00 or 6:05 PM, Mrs* ^IDULfli 
year old daughter KAY, loft the house to drive KnY i<u h-* f.” 

losson, and at that time they both saw MARIA on the mJccva-k 
front cf the house wit: her playmate, KATHY SIGHAN, heAoev. 


About 6:15 PM, as she returned fro-, 
to the music teacher, Mrs, RIDULPH recalled she saw 
i 1ARI A. still claying, on the corner. On the outhoun 
roc ailed an oil truck delivering oil to the ^T. . ;* ^ ^ 
the corner ’out could not specifically recall « h<* > 
there on her return. Sho said sho thought hut 
that the oil truck was parked on 


no*, Sy**»ior 


ky Special Agent _I 

: rlwjjem 

h*yt<\y of rill - This . 
fifitucy io which leaned. 


neither it nor it* conlcnti are to he Jn tributtd collide t\r 
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|,0 p.ra. i while Mrs. RIDULFH was In her nri 
ading the newspaper, MARIA came into tne 
she wonted a doll. Mr s • RIDULFH inquire 
nted ond MARIA designated a new, go°^, do ^; 
How MARIA to take the new doll outsiae lo* 
it and suggested she get an older one. ^ 
om and went Into the living room wnere Mr. 
hing television. Mre. RIDULPH heard her 
in her "corner" In the southwest corner o: 
which 1 b immediately opposite the. bedroom 
sumed that she took one of her older dolls 
’ toys in the comer. S^e did not see her 
nd thinks she went outside again but did 


About 6: So p.rn., KATHY came back and told dHARLtb 
IA was lost. CHARLES reported this to hr:*. KXDULrn 
went into the living room Bnd told her husband# 

A few moments later H r . RIDULPH went out on the side 
d called MARIA. A moment later, Mrs. RlD’JLFH put on 
and joined her husband outside. They walked to the 
nd colled for MARIA with negative results. Out on 
walk they encountered KATHY and her 11-year old brot 
oa \saA ST ft MAN nhl ldren where MAHIA was and 
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thsT , K . d tha , cud not know. It wbb Mr*. HI PULPS* b Impression 
$"? inWAfD^Rht hs ve been with KATHY In the ore* when she # 
a , to the hour « the second time but she conli not MObII the 
b3Sifl for this idee. i'n« MOMAH children heeded west on 
/-.rohiR ilwoa toward tshalr hon«i 

Hr#. RirULPil P £i 1 cl she end her husbend then looked In 
thfi b#cky>.rd end «t the corner end continued to cell for ><*•>!*♦ 


n : . 

telephoned 

r \ : M/ U r- * i d p h c 


IL-rH then rr turned to the house where ah* 
‘•'KMrtN to Sn^uLre If ws/ there. J^rH. 

wtffi not th.“*r<> but h*r. own children ware there « 


Hre. iVUMUK then went to the front of the ^ 0U * f °"p Y 
conferred with her fa ua tend while IHM:LT S *nd hie friend ^KDY 
► ,u a fUnhil ••'hfc and K*nt out to look for riAruA* Ar&* RJDji-rn 
went across the street to the WILLIAM LI KCoTROM house to Inquire 
shout KArUA with nogftlvo reeulfc*. 

returned nnd talcphonfd Mrs. 'titiMR J r ® ? t 

; „ .-jO- ;* 'now told h«r o *u»n hod b^n playing with riATdi *nd *a :<L* 

hut no further information* 

v PS . :.;ji,pK now becked their car out, picked up 
her hus.bend,' end drove to i.oo.eveU U °urt, s deadend* treat 
parallel to A reft* fl»e. end Immediately to the north. KAHU 
v ut\ *. r\ mv At. nmaft 1 anL llv played with 0 JollH f.ll 


po r» 11a 1 to /.rehle and Immediately to w « 

led in the past occasionally played with a JolfH r : TM- Uli who 
lives* on th< H street. Mr. » 5 r !LJ’H got out of the car n will 
hi ... v.'l-MtU, Wills tied for MAH A and he looked In the window 
of th«r- i! f. : ’ • u n riouf.-e but sis Id hr. i> t> w only two ladles watohln; 

television r>ri* ; did not mek* inquiry them. 


~ With 

BHU nr looked in the window 
rioufie but sis Id hr. v is w only two ladles w© tolling 
p; rii ; uid not m*k* inquiry them* 


V h ft y next drove we 
countered the / v daughter 1 
fowwherr in the vicinity 
They too:; them in thr» rcfrr 
hem'* without .':eoin^ 


>t on ler-alb Avenue where they an- 

AT HI >Mh and CHA :■ I-T • and r.AMEY, 
of Celia lb /-venue f*n<i hair street, 
nc! circled the blouk and returned 


•r /. 


Dy this time other net inborn in the area were aware 
of M/* ’ -L A * p di s* ooea ranee and ware out Bfteking her alco# 

- * bout 7ic:, 0 .- 11 ., KA1 returned from her music lesson 
anti sc told of hA.-IA'e <il «* ppeo ronto . 

iiometlm* after TOO p.m. , Mrs. flfDJLPH died Hr B . 
I'UJMAS to Inquire from KATHY what KA."-jA h«d taken outside 
and was told It war * doll. "he eeld she thought M r ». -10HAH 
et this time mentioned something about e man «lvln S the girls 
piffey-bnek rider but could not clearly reooll. ^ 

- 29-0 o .1 - l A i 

7 - 8 ■■ : ° L 



; .-v-v ■. '•:& - >- ; l:; ■ - 1 : i V 


s&c&i -y ■.?. 




?.;:■ ■•/ . 


9 $$ "M' ^i€^MW^' 

••• : '■■'■• ;*y 


Finally she decided to report MARIA T s disappearance' 
to the police and she and PATRICIA drove to the police station. 
On the way , however, they drove past a creek on Mill Street on . 
the chance that MARIA might be playing near it and then drove 
through a lumber yard on Grant Street since she might be playing 
among the pile3 of lumber. She 3aid MARIA was not known to 
frequent these places but they simply went there with the 
thought of just looking anywhere. She recalled that when 
she loft tho house it was about 7 * 5 ® p.m* 

After driving through the above mentioned places, 
they drove straight to the police station and reported MARIA* s 
disappearance. After telling the story to the police she 
understood they dispatched police cars to the area of their 
home . 

Mrs. RIDULPH and PATRICIA then drove to tho Elmwood 
Cemotory In the event MARIA had wandered up there as she had 
strayed there a year or so previous and then returned homo 
whore the area was being searched -by neighbors and authorities. 

Mrs. RIDULPH said she had wanted to contact the police 
shortly after MARIA was reported missing but hor husband 
dissuaded her, explaining that MARIA had probably Just strayed 
a short distance away and It would be embarrassing and cause 
a great Commotion If she was located a short distance from 
homo. 

Mrs. RIDULPH said MARIA has played with KATHY SIG?LAN 
for year-3 and that KATHY is her closest chum. They get along 
well together with only the minor frictions that would normally 
be expected of children that age. 

The RIDULPH s are casually acquainted with the SIGMAHs 
and are on a first name basis but do not have social contact. 

Mrs. RIDULPH noted that when tho two girls play at 
the SIGjMAH house, they are not permitted in the house but 
must remain in tho unheated garage as Mrs. SIGMAN does not 
want her home dirtied by the children. 

As a result of this, the two girls usually play at 
the RIDULPH home when they play indoors as Mrs. RIDULPH displays 
a more liberal attitude. 

- 30 - 


- 8 ? & 2 - 18 ? 


'••-vM 
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Mrs. SIGMAN, said Mrs. RIDULPH, Is quick w oompiaiu 
to her if MARIA hurts KATHY in their play or in thetr In—.;, 
froquent arguments and aggressively takes her ohild par « 
She said the girls occasionally hit each other or*' fight. ov 
something and one or the other gets. the worst of _it, h^ 
the children quickly forget their differences and a re... *s 
clone frionda as ever. Mrs. RIDTJLPH said there 1 ^.”° SI0 4 1 . H 
nnl mnsi tv between tho 2 families- and she regards the SIOMANs 
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INTERVIEW REPORT 


s 


Date: 1/14/58 


Tha following investigation was conducted by SA 
ROBERT L. WILSON: 

\ 

On December 1, 1957, MICHAEL R I DULPH , 616 Archie Plao'i 
Sycamore, Illinois, father of victim, advised of the following 
On December 3> 1957, the family completed supper about 5*30 p.m 
Hr, RIDULPH recalled that from that time until about 6:30 p.m. 
he read the paper in the living room. He thinks but is not 
certain that ho began to watch television about 6 | 30 p.m. He 
thinks the program was ’’Cheyenne" or the "Jim Bowie" show or 
perhaps some other frontior program. 

He cannot recall specifically but thinks MARIA went 
out to play about 6:15 p.m. He could not specifically recall 
her asking permission but assumed she would havo consulted her 
mother before going out. 

Mr. RIDULPH recalls that at an undetermined time whil* 
ho was. watching tolovialon, MARIA went into the living room 
and went to her "corner". This Is the southwest corner of the 
living room where she keeps some toys. After going to her corn®^ 
for a moment, MARIA went out. He could not recall If she took 
anything from the comer or what she was wearing. 

^Mr . RIDULPH was still watching television when ho 
heard KATHY SI GITA N , KARIA's favorite playmate, talking to his 
son, CHARLIE, who was listening to records in the den with his 
noxtdoor neighbor chum, RANDY STROM BOM. 

CHARLES came in the living room and told him that 
KATHY said MARIA could not be found. Mr. RIDULPH then went 
out the eldo door of the house and aaw KATHY and her eleven 
year old brother EDWARD in the drive. Ho called MARIA from 
the steps, then wont down to the sidewalk and called, and 
finally walked down to the corner of Archie Place and Center 
Cross and called, again with negative results. Mrs. RIDULPH 
thGn came out and they took their car and drove around the block 
searching for MARIA. They returned homo. He thinks Mrs. 

RIDULPH thon callod Mrs. SIGMAN down the block on Archie Place 
to inquire as to where .MARIA might bo. He could not recall 
what Kirs. SIGMAN replied. 





MICHAEL RIDULPH 


I In ffirv iew with HiCHA^L RIDULPH . File # IrOQk 

If. Date Dictated: 1/7/58 

pn ±2-7-51 n , 6l6 Archie PI., Sycamore, Illi nois 

KVwlal Agon! NO BERT L. WILSON ^ ^ K Q 7 $ C ‘ 1 8 « 

nf FBI - This report is loaned to you by the FBI, and neither it nor its contents are to be distributed outside the 
which loaned. 
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t his DO lice whi flU.il wrJ.cr.ne 
the children and *ent c ond 

ARIA. S* end his wife then wove in 
ourt. s street parallel to Archie 
to the north, and whistle-, fzr 
th a PT.Tr.RS ON boy in that bit:*. f>na 
lW of the PETERSON none but sev only 
,o vi si on end did not go in* 

iated his wife, then took the c*»r '--no 
ition to report MARIA missing bat 
r anyone accompanied her. 

aid he then telephoned the VrSZ fe^ 
daughter is a schoolmate of MARIA s 
nnh there although she had b e 


His daughter KAY insisted * n C gw ‘ 

Dcm-rtnent and report MARIA'S disappearance « 

..-If ft so he drove there in the family’ V eeoona, c*r. When . 
prra -p-i £ :■ the- nolice station he founA th«t rixS hsr. v 

ife't rl’t-r r“ porting MARIA'S disappearance and he provides 
U,-, "ith Jet details he haa. While ft the r.ollne "tat*, 
lie met hi» daughter XATf who had walked there on', h. .irove 

home Mr then ' joined a friend, GLENN flOOW , ana. wiU fh = 

llrh t » they searched the area around His home . h «: -aye 
i;. footprints of a man in the thin snow lying on - 

llowed field behind the JOHNSON house at 5l5 center tr„r: 

..treat and noted these footprints were heeded ,n the «-i.e. 
■>r- "ter lv direction of the intersection of DcKnlb 

street. He could not recall the character or a-.j-e... . 
cAth-.e footprints and noted that they were aU ojhwr,-. 
«„ nu find when the snow rac+teo t.ift fol. 


\o r n 


pH 3 c i f3 he then Is ter joined sn 
LEY WELLS, who lives on Center 
aimlessly down, to Electric P&rK 
's Lane and search there. 


WELLS' then drove to Delta id, ij.ii no. 
Lake sure that the police there had 
car on the street end the 01 fleer 
of MARIA'S disappearance . 







»2v 


aeorched various gravel pits and dumps _ 
Illinois, with, the thought in mind that; MARIA 

of foul play end her body.- deposited 
the general search 


‘They then 
near Cortland , 
might have been the victim 
there. He later returned home end join© 
in the area. 

He recalled that in searching the general area penm« 
nnd to the west of his home, he saw a strange, men about I4.O 
ycarr old come out of the CARR house on Fair Street and in- 
quire rJ of nn unknown person with him who the man was and 
was told he was the CARR* son. He said this man acted 
peculiarly but could give no explanation of what he meant 
by peculiarly. He said this man then went inside ano secure 
heavy shoes end came out and joined the search for MARIA. H 
sfttcJ he had never seen this man before. 

Mr. RIDULPH said when MARIA - was first reported by 
&ATIIX as missing he had been reluctant to oontsat the police 
for feer of personal embarrassment since it was logical to 
assume that die had onlv strayed’ 0 short distance away and 
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EDERAL BUREAU OF INVE5TIGAT 
INTERVIEW REPORT 


Date I 1/14/59 


Tho following invest-! gat Ion was conducted by SA 

ROBERT L. WILSON: 

On December 7 , 1957 , KAY FRANCES RIDULPH , 616 Archie 
Place, Sycajiiore , Illinois, 15 year old sister ol the victim 
advised of tho following information. 

Sho s aid that they finished dinner about 5:30 P-">. 
and could not recall when MARIA went out. She recalled that 
about 6:00 p.m. on December 3, 1957, she and her mother left the 
non 30 r.o that her mother could drive her to her music 
in another oin t of town. As they went out she recalled seeing 
MARIA and hVr neighbor playmate KATHY SIGMAH on tno sidewalk 

OUtsIuO. 

She walked back to the house arriving about 7 * 25 P • • 
and learned that MARIA had disappeared. 

At about 7:30 p.ra. sho and her brother CHARLES went 
to KATHY SfGMAN 1 s house a .few doors away on the same street o 
inquire of KATHY the circumstances of MARIA* « disappearance. 


KATHY told them that a man approached them on tho 
corner of Archie Place and Center Cross Street, where tucy 
vere playing and naked if they wanted a piggy back rido. "AFHY 
declined but MARIA accepted and the man pave MARIA a p 1 gr.y back 
ri is to the JOHNSON driveway a distance of about 50 feet. 

Here she rot off and they both walked back to the corner. At 
t-hLs -'oint KATHY'S bands cot cold, and she went homo to |,et 

Si;.;: L: . ,u* *u. 111: i.T 

wore pono. KATHY described tho man nr. white, blue ,»ynt. , ■ 

his nano war, JOHNNY, age Ok, and told thorn he was not married. 
Kn'i'Y -aid hr talked "like wo used to". KAY said she assumed 
thif tile IS 'talked like a hillbilly as tho S’ I G HAH o talk in 
that fashion. 

KAY asked Mrs. S-CG.-AH if she had told her mother of 
this Information and Mrs. SIGMAN replied that Mrs. HIDU..PH 
hau culled her but became hysterical and hung up. 

KAY now returned home and found her father was tne 
cnl v one in the house. She inquired if her mother knew that 
the unknown man's name was JOHNNY and was a hlllbil y an 

her that he didn't think she knew. Her father then got 

out 1 -hTf I K's second car and drove to the police station „o 
out- ^ , i. ein.nHff rpnnrtfld. 


p aa th&X ep wn a l lllx-jcl. 

Interview with KAY--lCliiiiiCJLS — R , 1 1H I LPH 

on 12 jl7_c 5.7 at RlR Arch lo PI. . 5 7 C -amor e. 


e had already reported. 


.inois 


ROBERT L. WILSON 


rr^'r <>f - Thi * rr -p° rl is lunncd u ' ? 0,1 hy lhe FBlt 6nd nei,hcr is nor iiM contcnls arr 10 be distributed outsi,lr iU 

i^tnay .to wAicA loaned. 


Date Dictated: 1/7/58 

C -- - ; G '7 

O * G ~ i O < . 
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CG 7-806 • 

.KAY now told CHARLES who returned to the house to 
remain thore to answer the phone while she walked to the 
Police Station* There she mot htb father and returned homo t 

with him. 

She later joined searchers In the area and examined 
the vicinity of the JOHHSON garage on Center Cross Street 
without seeing MARIA 1 s doll in the drive* 

About 9:00 p.m. sho recalled that sho, her sister 
Pa T, ana a neighbor, Mrs.. STROMBOK found the doll in the driv* 
in front -of the garage. She is certain it was not 'there when 
she searched before. On finding the doll she and. PAT burst 
into tears and rushed home. 

Sho said later that evening her father drove to 
DeKalb, Illinois, to alert the police there as there are 
reportedly some hillbillies living in that area. 

KAY said MARIA was well-behaved and on good terms 
with the family. Sho has never ran away before and would have :\i 
reason to now. Mrs, RIDULPH gave her extra attention as the 
baby of the family, Sho said they all loved her very much anc 
.MARIA was happy. She could think of no one who would take 
MARIA and sho know of no family enemies. MARIA has never stayed 
away from home except when with the family on a trip. 
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UNKNOWN SUBJECT, wa « 
Johnny; MARIA ELIZABETH 
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Report **d* by ' 

SOL E. DENNIS 


CHARACTER OF CASE 
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jem r 


IBMlld 

V «V 


BN* 


iyyto»«d 


•ytii iidn 


Information received from De Kalb County SO and Sycamore, 
Illinois Police Department to effect victim, 7 years age, 
believed to have been abducted by unsub on night 12/3/57 
at Sycamore, Illinois, after having been approached by un- 
sub while she and playmate, MARY CATHERINE SIGMAN, known 
as KATHY, were playing. Temporary headquarters established 
at Sycamore, Illinois,, 12/4/57 to 12/26/57 and intensive 
investigation conducted. Additional information obtained 
during further interviews with KATHY SIGMAN and all members 
victim T s family reported herein. Victim 1 s blood typo not 
known. No known fingerprints of victim available. Victim 1 3 
footprints on birth certificate located but same not of 
value for comparison purposes* Number of associates and 
friends victim*s family- and victim, interviewed negatively. 
Numerous neighbors interviewed and no actual eyewitnesses 
to abduction. H. E. "TOM 11 ' SHABBY recalls having seen victim 
and KATHY playing in front CLIrTE rcsicjence while he 
delivered oil there from approximately 6':00 ?M to 6:15 PM, 
12/3/57 but did not see unsub. KENNETH DAVY, neighbor, 
accompanied by Mr. and Mrs. ROY PAIPPER, saw victim and^ 
KATHY playing on corner approximately 6:30 I . . Mrs. STAI.bLf 
V/rJLLS recalls looking out window between 6:30 PM ana 7:0G P-I 


, i / i Spiot.l Agent 

'C in Chtrg* 


- Bureau (7-0762) (Enel. 2) 
5 - Chicago (7-006) 
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and seeing 2 children playing, and an individual, whom she 
assumed to he an adult, talking to 'them. She not able to 
3etermlne whether children or individual were male or 
female. Upon hearing shriek at 7:00 PM, she again looked 
out the window but saw no one. ELMER WEST3URC-, neighbor 
looked out the window upon hearing girl scream at 7:00 1H, 
but saw nothing, H, E. BRADDY assisted in search nigh 
12/3/57, following victim's disappearance and observed 
large and small footprints in light snow, leading to right of 
garage on JOHNSON property. Similar footprints around 
center of plowed truck garden area West of- garage, but no 
indication of dragging, Mrs, MEREDITH STROMBOM advised she 
found victim* s doll about 2 feet from above garage between 
8:00 PM and 9:00 PM, 12/3/57, aftor other searchers .who 
had previously searched in same : aitea, had. not seen doll* - . 
Crime scene searches by agents negative. Additional physical 
searches made by agents and other groups negatively;- 4 
Various items of clothing found during searches not victiirp.s. 
Twenty square mile search conducted by helicopters and plane s 
12/19,20/57 negative. Interviews with persons who applied 
for employment, guests at hotels and motels, dentists, 
tradesmen and service personnel, persons who received parking 
tickets and observed in area on night 12/10/57, negative. 
Photographs of various former inmates of a number of mental 
and penal institutions obtained and not identified by KATHY. 
Results of laboratory examinations set forth. No extortion 
calls, letters or demands received. 








Lt « E. Toff ant 


it Troopers D. Fraher k R. Bales s ' r 
' v ( ■*r>: 

Subject: Summary of- Investigation on Maria Ridulph Case 

' "vff: 2 * 4 - I ,a ! p; ; 

At this point of the investigation we returned to the Sycamore-DeKalb area. We feel 
certain facta might have been overlooked. 

Following this line we first interviewed Tom Braddy, the Standard Oil Bulk dealer 
in Sycamore who figured prominently in the case because he had delivered oil in the 
immediate area of the crime on the evening of December 3rd. Braddy appears to 
be reliable and sincere and stated he was most anxious to see the case come to a 
successful end. He stated further that he was delivering oil to Mrs. Cliff f s 
home on the comer of Arcv. : *> id Centercross that evening, left the area at 6:15 
P.M., passed a service si. clock at 6: 20 P.M. on the way back to his bulk 
station, and left the tank truck at the bulk station and proceeded hom9 in his 
pickup truck# While eating his dinner he got up to answer the phone at no 
later than 7:10 P.M. The call was from Mrs. Cliff from where he had Just made 
the oil delivery at 6:15 P.M. Recalling her conversation as close as possible, 

Mrs. Cliff asked, ”Did you see any a tf anger with t he Ridulph. girl when you were 
here making the oil delivery? Cathy said some man was with them." He answered 
her that he had seen the girls but no stranger, and offered to coins down and 
Join the search. He and his son Dale left the house on Fairplace on Rt, 6h and 
proceeded to Archie k Centercross, which is shout blocks from his home. They 
got out to start to search and were Joined on the corner by Bud Sigman. Together 
the three walked South on Centercross and got as far [as the Johnson driveway 
where they noticed footprints. One set of footprints were of adult size and the 
footprints to the right of the adult ! s were those of a child. He compared the 
adult footprints with his own size. Believes it was a size 9. The footprints 
lead up to the Johnson garage. The last adult print showed a sharp movement 
to the right, such as one would make when using body-english, to either throw 
a doll or pick up the girl. They noticed that the snow was undistrubed except 
for these prints. They attached so much importance to finding these prints that 
Braddy instructed Bud Sigman and his son to go around the garage quickly, "and 
then we* 11 have him?'. (It should be pointed out that these prints went up and did 
not return backdown the drive.) Tihen they didn*t find the offender at this point, 
Braddy walked over through the back yards and garden area and between a small 
tractor shed and a plowed area found two more adult footprints in the snow. He 
searched the tractor shed, went west, searched another barn, continued we3t out 
onto Fairplace and by a utility pole at the edge of the street noticed fresh 
tire tracks in the snow, indicating someone had pulled in sharply and pulled out 
sharply, going north on Fairplace to Rt. 6b'. The tracks indicated regular tread 
and not snow tires. 

The above information indicates to usr 

1, That it was known a man was with Maria at a much earlier time than 
was indicated by prevl ous reports. 

2. That the man went west and across the back lots and got into an auto 

on Fairplace and did not walk south on Centercross towards Deh’alb 

Ave* and then get into an auto. 



Catting 'through tha lata thla nay Indicates possibility be is 

f anll^ r lith the are* and cculd be local* 

Ve took aaima rente the offender abvdpiigly used and it La net 
obstruatsJ in any nanacr* Diagram cf this block fcta.b nere previously 
Mada indicated fences that do not exist* 



